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(c)  There were  nine  sanitary  associations  working  m  the  Presidency.
Government sanctioned the giant to the Kaiachi Health Association of half of
its  net recurring expenditure on the maintenance of a staff of lady health
visitors subject to a maximum of Es.  5,000 a  year.    The  Surdt "Sanitary
Association gave  instruction in  cholera, pievention  by  means of illustrated
lectures   and   earned   out inspection of school  children.     The   Henderson
Ophthalmic scheme at Surat works in co-operation with this association.    A
Public Health Exhibition was arranged with the Sanitary Conference by the
Ahmedabad Sanitary Association under the auspices of the   Commissioner,
Northern Division.    A baby show was also organised.    With the abject   of
educating  the  public m general principles  of sanitation,  the   question   of
establishing a Propaganda Bureau to work in conjunction with a Central Office
controlled by the Government of India, and with the aid of voluntary associa-
tions, is under consideration.

(d)  The epidemic of cholera was unusually widespread and the mortalit}T,
with two exceptions, the heaviest of the last 20 vears, the epidemic being most
severe in Bombay  City  and the  districts  of Kolaba,  Thana,  Nasik,   West
Khandesh, Surat, Ahrnednagar,    Poona, Broach, Sholapur, Satara,   Katnagiri,
East Khandesh and Panch Mahals.     Four temporary assistant surgeons wete
appointed on cholera inoculation duty m the districts of Kolaba, Thana, Surat
and Ahmednagar.    The mortality from small-pox during the year was 62,232 as
compared with 8,063 in the previous year and with a decennial mean of 5,059.
The districts most severely affected were  Sholapur, Kcinara, Nasik, Larkana,
Poona and Dharwar.   In Bombay City 771 deaths were recorded against 992
in 1918.     There was an increase of 35'59 per cent, on the previous year 111
re-vaccinations and of 1*75 per cent, in primary vaccinations     The Vaccine
Institute at Belgaum continued to do excellent work.    The plague epidemic
was, with two exceptions, the least severe during the last 20 years, the total
number of deaths being 9,626, of which 6,040 were accounted for by the districts
of Dharwar, West Khandesh and Satara.     The Plague Prevention Inquiiy
Laboratory, Poona, was  taken over by the Bombay  Government from" the
Research Fund Association.     In marked  contrast to  the   preceding   year,
influenza of a mild type only occurred  m a few villages and towns scattered
over the districts of the Presidency.    Cases of influenzal pneumonia were rare.

(e)  The Medical Department continued to work under difficulties imposed
by the war.

(/) Four taluka dispensaries were opened during the year under the
scheme for providing new dispensaries. To facilitate the construction ot such
dispensaries loans continue to be given to local bodies in addition to the annual
grants.

(g) The number of women seeking medical relief at hospitals and
dispensaries was 515,443. Of these, 452,907 were treated at general hospitals
and dispensaries and 62,536 received treatment at institutions specially
provided for the treatment of women and children. There were 12 such
institutions and the opening of 3 more in Smd was sanctioned. Owing to the
limited number of women doctors available for employment the scheme for
employing such at general hospitals proceeds slowly. Three women assistant
surgeons and seven sub-assistant surgeons were employed at certain civil
hospitals.

(h) With a view to assist civil surgeons in the management of hospitals,
advisory committees composed of influential members of the community have
been attached to the civil hospitals at Poona, Ahmedabad, Belgaum, Dharwar,
Karachi and Hyderabad.

(/) Nursing Homes, similar to that at the St. George's Hospital, intended
for the treatment of well-to-do patients, were established in connection with the
civil hospitals at Poona and Karachi.

(&) Efforts are being made to establish local Nursing Associations through-
out the Presidency and proposals for the reconstitution of the Bombay
Presidency Nursing Association on lines which will admit of the formation of a